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demonstrated to them the futility of caste distinctions by the
following simple reasoning.

Between ashes and gold there is a marked difference, but
between a Brahman and a Chandala there is nothing of the
kind. A Brahman is not produced like fire by the friction
of dry wood ; he does not descend from the sky nor from the
wind, nor does he arise piercing the earth. The Brahman
is brought forth from the womb of a woman in exactly the
same way as a Chandala. All human beings have organs
exactly alike , there is not the slightest difference in any res-
pect. How can they be regarded as belonging to different
species ? Nature contradicts the assumption of any specific
inequality among mankind.

The Brahman is a specifically Indun phenomenon. In
the neighbouring countries no Bn,hman exists. In those
countries there are only masters and slaves. Those who are
rich are masters, and those that are poor are slaves. The rich
may become poor, and the poor rich. Even in India when
a Kshatriya, a Vaisya, or a Sudra abounds in wealth, the
members of the Brahman caste serve him ; they wait for
bis commands and use soft words to gratify him. To minis-
ter to his wants they rise before him in the morning and go
not to sleep until he has retired to rest. Where then is the
difference between the four castes ? The declaration of the
Brahmans that they alone are the high caste, and others are
of low caste is an empty sound.

If a Brahman commits sin, he suffers for it like every
other man. Like every other man the Brahman also has
to abstain from sin, if he desires salvation. Does not the
ethical world order also give the lie to the theory of
specific inequalities among mankind ? Are not also the
native capacities and talents the same everywhere ? Is not
the Sudra who is despised for his caste capable like
the Brahman of good thoughts and noble deeds ? If a
bath can purify a Brahman from dust and dirt, can it
not equally purify every other man ? If water shows no
special preference for the Brahman, does fire show
any special regard to differences of caste ? Does not the fire
obtained bv the members of the so-called highest caste by